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Maintenance Item for Oct: Pool Filter & Yard drips  
(Each month, we select appropriate items so that over a 12 month period you are 
reminded to attend to most common household maintenance/inspection items.)  
Days are shorter and temperatures are cooler. This means that plants 
need watering less often and the pool filter time can be reduced.  
Plant watering: Rule of thumb; water your yard plants the same amount 
of time but less often. 
Pool filter: Rule of Thumb; run one hour for every 10 degrees of 
temperature (right now 7 hours). Remember, most electricity service 
provider’s rate plans charge less for night time energy use. 

Question of the Month:  What is a double tap? 
Many circuit breakers in an electrical panel are designed for the 
attachment of one wire (some are designed for two). For those breakers 
designed for one wire, a second wire attachment is called a double tap. 
The safety concern on double tapped circuit breakers is that insufficient 
wire contact with the breaker may result in arcing (fire hazard). Installers 
of yard watering systems are the most common culprits for double taps. 

Safety Tip of the Month:  Smoke Detectors 
Test them using the test button. Have a supply of 9 Volt batteries on 
hand. If a detector fails to respond or chirps after test, we recommend 
replacing the batteries in all units. If your detectors cannot be tested, we 
recommend replacing them with testable detectors. Current safety 
standards call for one detector per bedroom, in halls proximate to 
bedrooms, and on each floor. Consider adding additional detectors. 
Inspection class for realtors: Arizona Academy of Real Estate (Bell and 99th Ave) 
offers a 3 credit hour course “lowering risk through inspection”. This monthly course is 
taught by Mark Andrews (yours truly).  Please contact the Academy for details. Ph# 623 
505 5380 
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Let our experience work for you. Over 10,000 inspections performed! 
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