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Maintenance Item for Dec: Dryer Vent Lint   
It’s not easy to pull out the dryer, disconnect the exhaust hose, and 
vacuum the hose and dryer. People will go for years without cleaning 
those areas. That lint can fully or partially block the exhaust and can be 
a fire hazard. The regularity of cleaning depends on the amount of use 
and the type and method of piping outside the home (vertical exhaust 
through the roof clogs quicker). We suggest cleaning it, mark the date on 
the calendar, clean it again in 6 months and then decide how often 
cleaning needs to take place. 

Question of the Month:  Black caps in front yard? 
The 4 inch black plastic caps in the yard are underground waste line 
(sewer lateral) clean outs. These allow snaking or routing of the home’s 
main sewer line. Why two? One clean-out angles toward the home and 
one towards the sewer/septic connection. Older homes do not have clean 
outs (unless the system was retrofitted or the sewer line was replaced).  

Safety Tip of the Month:  Fire Extinguishers  
I seldom see these critical fire safety devices during a home inspection. 
We strongly recommend accessible fire extinguishers in the garage and in 
the kitchen. Both of these areas are more prone to fires. If you currently 
have fire extinguishers, please check them to be sure that they are fully 
charged. 
Inspection class for realtors: I offer several classes for realtors 
including a 3 hour class for credit (in conjunction with Arizona School of 
realtors). I also have programs from 30 minutes to an hour for new 
realtors covering such items as CBS codes, Standards of Practice, 
understanding an inspection report, etc. Feel free to call on me to help. 
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