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Inspection Item for December: Yard Watering & Pool 
Days are shorter and temperatures are cooler. This means that plants 
need watering less often and the pool filter time can be reduced.  
Plant watering Rule of thumb; water your yard plants the same amount 
of time but a lot less often. My drips are now on a two week cycle. 
Pool filter: Rule of Thumb; run one hour for every 10 degrees of 
temperature (right now 5 to 6 hours). Remember, most electricity service 
provider’s rate plans charge less for night time energy use. 

Question of the Month: Why should soil slope away? 
The ground adjacent to the house should slope away from the 
foundation. The recommended standard is 1 inch per foot for 6 feet. This 
ensures that rain water does not collect next to a home’s foundation. The 
prime reasons involve the integrity of the foundation and pests. 
Foundation integrity: Some soils expand when wet. If these soils are 
present proximate to the foundation or under the slab, structural 
movement will result. 
Pests: Most bugs like moist areas. Wet soil near a homes foundation are 
a welcome mat for termites (yard watering next to the foundation also 
invites termites). 

Safety Tip of the Month:  Holiday lights 
Manufacturers of the holiday lights attach a warning label advising the 
maximum number of light strings that should be plugged into each other 
(usually 3). Pay attention to this warning – it is there to prevent 
overheating and the possibility of a resultant fire. REMEMBER, these 
lights are inexpensive. Do not repair; splice wires, etc. for the same 
reason. Please be safe this holiday season. 
Inspection class for realtors: Arizona Academy of Real Estate 
(Bell and 99th Ave) offers a 3 credit hour course “lowering risk through 
inspection”. This course is taught by Mark Andrews (yours truly). I 
promise that it will be educational and fun! Contact the Academy for 
dates and details. Ph# 623 505 5380 
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