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Maintenance Item for April: Heat Pump/AC tune-up 
(Each month, we select appropriate items so that over a 12 month period you are 
reminded to attend to most common household maintenance/inspection items.)  
HVAC contractors are not frantic this time of year which makes it a good time 
to have your AC unit or heat pump serviced. With the price of electricity going 
up again, servicing may save you $$. The typical life for an AC compressor is 
12 years. Consider a home warranty with a company that will upgrade your 
unit to a 13 SEER in the event of failure. 

Question of the Month: What’s an Anti-Siphon Device?  
Anti-siphon devices prevent “grey water” from being drawn into a municipality’s 
potable water. Public water providers require that these inexpensive devices be 
installed on outside hose bibs; water feed piping to lawn sprinklers & drips, 
piping to swimming pool auto fill, dishwasher drain lines, etc. Most home 
inspectors report on the presence/absence of these devices (public safety issue). 

Safety Tip of the Month:  Attic Pull-down Ladders 
Pull down ladders are frequently installed in garages. If the garage and home 
attics are not physically separated or fire blocked in between, these pull down 
assemblies compromise the fire separation between the garage and the home. 
Since a significant percentage of house fires start in the garage, fire wall 
separation between an attached garage and the home is a building safety code 
requirement. Attachment of a piece of sheet metal or fire rated sheet rock to the 
plywood cover will generally meet this requirement. Check with your local fire 
marshal for recommendations. 
 
Inspection class for realtors: Arizona Academy of Real Estate (Bell and 99th Ave) 
offers a 3 credit hour course “lowering risk through inspection”. This course is taught 
by Mark Andrews (yours truly). I promise that it will be educational and fun! Contact the 
Academy for dates and details. Ph# 623 505 5380 
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